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Well Redeemer folk, 
scrounge up your pennies 
and break open those 
piggy banks, Williams 
Coffee Pub is finally here. 
Since October 21, 2002, 
the aesthetically pleasing § 
pub graces our cafeteria, | 
offering a broad menu of 
all your favourite coffee 
pub fare. From coffee to } 
Chilly Willys, from all- 
day breakfast to fantastic 
entrees, tasty waffles 
to succulent desserts, 
Williams has all you could 
ask for in a coffee pub. 

Despitesome complaints 
about pricing, feedback has 
been excellent. William’s § 
employee Scott Bouman 
said he’s received “a lot of 
great positive remarks,” 
especially from professors. 
Even those from outside 
the Redeemer community 
have been enthusiastic. 
Bouman quotes a young 
man from Youth Works: “This is the 
best cafeteria experience I’ve had at 
any university.” 

On average, student patrons have 
a less positive opinion than non- 
students, but the overall response 
is encouraging. Bouman said he’s 
received many negative remarks 
from students about pricing. In 
response, he gives two reasons why 
such complaints are unfair. First, “1 
don’t make the prices,” Second, the 
prices are as good or better than 
those at any other restaurant. It 
could be pointed out here that the 
price of a regular cup of coffee is 
the same as at the old standby, Tim 
Horton’s. 

Patrons have had a_ positive 
reaction in regards to the quality 
of the food and, most importantly 
for Canadians, of the coffee. Some 
particular favourites are the baguette 
sandwiches, prepared warm with 
just the right amount of toppings, 
and the delicious wraps with 


Williams Coffee Pub 


their fresh produce am@ excellent 
seasoning. 

For the most part, i€§@ems that 
on-campus students tend purchase 
coffee or tea only, while(@ff-campus 
students choose a broader range 
of fare. However, one @M-campus 
student admits that “wh&n I’m too 
lazy to make breakfast,’ Williams is a 
fine substitute for cahed People 
also love the fact that the pub stays 
open much later than the previous 
cafeteria, giving the Opportunity to 
grab that “after nighteelass snack.” 

As far as aestheti¢s is concerned, 
everyone has raised a resounding 
cheer. The lovely Woodwork and 
eye-catching signagedraw customers 
in and create a positive atmosphere 
for the coffee pub experience, The 
snappily dressed staff offers friendly, 
professional service, adding to the 
pleasant environment. One student 
says it will be “valuable once they 
put in the couches,” making it “ 
good place for students to hang out, 


fal. 


Candy and Jack Handy 


Redeemer students entertained, fed at coffeehouse 


BY JESSA REITSMA 

With lively hosts full of 
words of wisdom from Saturday 
Night Live’s Jack Handy, this 
coffeehouse began with a chuckle. 
Unfortunately, coffee house 
didn’t open with what I thought 
was the best performance of the 
night. Yet, Todd Adamowich and 
Laura Farwell both had excellent 
voices and Todd played the piano 
brilliantly in their opening with 
“Beauty and The Beast.” 

The second act of the night was 
plagued with several problems. | 


have to give Josh and Chris some 
credit, however, because they had 
obviously practiced and put a lot 
of work into learning this music. 
To truly dissect their 


performance, however, there are 


two elements we must address: 
Firstly, the music itself: it was 
somewhat Unclear, but as I 
mentioned earlier, there was 


evidence of a lot of practice and 
effort put into it. Secondly, the 


rocket-candies these two boys 
were throwing at us were most 
definitely from one of their 


Williams Opens to Mixed Reviews 


- anew faé@in the Redeemer Cafeteria 


other than the dorms.” 

Some students’ think __ that 
Williams staff “should make the 
coffee right there,” so that patrons 
would not have to add their own 
cream and sugar, although others 
think that the way it is now “...you 
get it (the coffee) how you like it.” 
Patrons would also like to see “...an 
option of buying.a Williams card.” 
This card would preferably be a 
swipe-style debit card that could 
be purchased at the beginning of 
the year. Customers think Williams 
should have promotions and stamp 
cards to keep people interested. 

It is important to note that 
Williams experienced enormous 
success during the recent Teacher's 
Convention held at the school. 
Although they were not at liberty to 
discuss exact figures, staff members 
assured our reporter that the pub 
drew in a substantial sum of money 
from the weekend affair. The general 
feedback given at the convention was 


Hallowe’en stashes 
from last year and 
tasted kind of dry. 
The light green 
ones had a familiar 
taste of dishwater. 
Maybe if they had 
bribed us with 
chocolate instead, 
there would have 
had an encore. 

’ Those who 
} stuck around were 
rewarded with 
the extremely 
talented duet of 
Alaina Frankruyter 
and Jason Legg 
who performed 
a soft, passionate 
version of the 
Rolling Stones’ 
“Wild Horses.” 
Alaina’s delightful 
singing and Jason’s 
melodic guitar 
sound captivated 
the audience and 
crowd enchanted and 


KATIILEEN SEAGRAM 


left the 
raving. 
Michael Trolly’s performance 
was also very impressive and his 
voice along with the piano was 
uplifting. 
Erika 
Bloemendal, 


VanBrunen, James 
Albert Postma and 
Rob Filyer had an overall good 
performance, though it was 
difficult to hear Erika. 

The accapella performance of 
“One Fine Day” by the quartet 
of Matt McKenna, Ian Cubitt, 
Joel Harsevoort and Ben Goheen 
was undoubtedly one of the 
best performances of the night. 
The routine was enjoyable for 
the audience; it was kept short 
and sweet. | think that it says 


CHRIS POT 


very positive also. 

As far as staff is concerned, it 
is great to see our fellow students 
behind the counter. Creating a new 
on-campus work opportunity is 
one of the pub's greatest assets. A 
student requested that we put in “a 
good word for Lori — the manager's 
awesome.” The management has 
done an exceptional. job training, 
the wealth of new employees and 
has brought the pub into smooth, 
working order in what must be 
record time. 

Altogether, Williams Coffee Pub 
is a welcome addition to Redeemer 
University College. For the nay- 
sayers, Scott Bouman has _ these 
words: “The school has invested 
a lot in this, and a more brotherly 
response would be to make the best 
of it and to make it happen, because 
that’s what community is all about.” 
So line up and enjoy Redeemer’s new 
cafeteria experience, you won't be 
disappointed. 


something unique about your 
vocal skills when you can sing 
without a single instrument but 
the parts God has given you, and 
still sound amazing. 

The Jamaican dance routine by 
Anne Kaoma, Joyce Sang, Maureen 
Onyango and Laura Onyango was 
a uniquely good change from the 
typical guitar strumming worship 
we are used to at coffee house. It 
is always refreshing to discover 
different culture’s musical styles. 

After a million-and-one Handy 
quotes, (of which I will personally 
never tire), Dave DeSmit (along 
with the multi-talented Jason on 
the piano and two guitarists), 
enchanted the audience with their 
peaceful sounds. Jason’s voice was 
undoubtedly, the most powerful 
feature in this ensemble. Walter, 
Dave and James gave us a taste of 
some good old-fashioned Beatles, 
(“I want to hold your hand”), 
which is always fun and somewhat 
necessary in this type of setting. 

Patrice and Shamalla_ sang 
a soft, lullaby-type song with 
heart and soul. The night ended 
with Sam Martin and Brothers 
who combined a little drum with 
acoustic guitar sounds to pull off 
some refreshing and light-hearted 
tunes, 

The lack of Tim Amor at this 
coffeehouse was barely apparent 
as these fresh new faces were 
unveiled and a night of unique 
talent and style was once again to 
an end. Wise lessons learned from 
this coffee house: 1) If your first 
performance is not appreciated, 
don’t expect an encore, And 2) 
contrary to popular belief, candy 
does not solve all of life’s problems 
(especially not when your problem 
is a busted amp). 
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by Brian 

vanOosten 

I'm extremely 
happy to see the 


interest that some members of 
the student body have expressed 
in making the ‘Letters’ section of 
The Crown an exciting part of the 
paper. To be honest, this is far and 
above my favourite page, or has 
been for the past few issues at any 
rate. 

It excites me to see students, 
staff and faculty take The 
Crown seriously enough to use 
letters to the editor as tools for 
healthy dialogue. New issues 
recently raised have been a 
challenge, however. Sometimes 
healthy dialogue breaks down 
when people forget some of the 
guidelines outlined so aptly by 
Dr. Bowen in Issue #1. 

To be more specific, the letter 
by Mr. Rob Joustra “In Response 


Mailbag: 


Staying Between Imaginary Lines 


Dear Editor: People at Redeemer 
seem to have difficulty parking in 
the left hand lot where there are no 
lines. I usually arrive at about 9:15 
or so, and scan for a spot. By and 
large, I end up parking in Siberia, 
unless I find a spot in the muck. As 
I do a quick once over for a spot, I 
notice an abundance of “spaces” into 
which I could almost fit. 

So here is my question: is it 
really that hard to judge how close 
to park? We are used to parking in 
designated spaces with lines, so we 
should be able to transfer that skill 
even when the lines are absent. | 
know that there are more’ people 
attending Redeemer this year, which 
makes it inevitable that some people 
will have to park a ways off. This, 
I would not mind, if people were 
parked properly. I would ask one 
small favour. Those who are first to 
arrive, despite the early hour, please 
take a few seconds longer and think 
of those getting mud on their shoes 
or parking in the boonies. We must 
maximize our space for the greater 
good! 

With all the graduated licensing 
in this country one would think 
that we would have superb parking 
abilities! 

- Karrie Falls 


Find Some Love for Amor 


Dear Editor: I come to the 
defense of a former roommate. The 
last three issues of The Crown have 
had articles by Tim Amor that have 
been grossly misunderstood. To 
think, at Redeemer, where we pride 
ourselves in our strength of literary 
criticism, and in our ability to 
interpret the intent of an author, Tim 
Amor was misunderstood. What is 
this university coming to? 

Mr. Amor’s first article was 
on the Backside. And what better 
place for it? It was humour. There 
were laughs from some, and groans 
from others. That's the nature of 
humour. Some people like it, and 
other people seem taken by different 
styles. 

His second article found itself on 
the inside of the back page. It was 
right about here something nasty 
hit the fan. People actually took 
what Mr. Amor had to say seriously. 
Unfortunately, these same people 
also took offense at what had been 
written. What was more unfortunate 
was that Amor became a four-letter 
word. In response to those who did 
take offense, | submit to you this: 
writing humour that some people 
don’t appreciate doesn’t make you a 
bad person. Writing humour written 
in bad taste makes you a bad person. 
Mr. Amor’s humour was not written 
in bad taste. 

Maybe it was the fact that the 
article wasn’t on the Backside that 
confused people—this was an 
editor’s decision, not the author’s— 
but the content of the article 
should have given a strong enough 
indication that it wasn’t serious. 
If you were reading relationship 


A Quick Note on the Role of Letters 


EDITORIAL 


to Mr. Hart,” has caused no small 
amount of concern in the student 
publications office. Mr. Ralph Hart 
felt that he was being personally 
attacked and communicated 
his concerns on the matter very 
carefully. I concluded that The 
Crown's policy on letters to the 
editor must be made very clear. 

Letters to the editor have a 
very distinct character in the 
publication: 

1. They are not generally 
solicited. The majority of articles 
within this paper are the product 
first of brainstorming sessions in 
the office with Crown staff and 
random passers-by. Letters allow 
ideas from outside of the smaller 
Crown staff group to be presented 
and discussed. 

2. The opinions within them 
(note the masthead) do _ not 
necessarily reflect anyone's views 
but that of the person posting. There 
are often arguments in letters to the 


advice and ran across “Roses are 

red, Violets are blue, I’m hot, and 

so are you,” would you take what 
it had to say seriously? I hope not. 

I think Tim did something very 
clever. In the form of a “serious” 
relationship advice column he tried 
to make fun of the stupid things we 
do for love. Don’t tell me you have 
no idea what I am talking about. 
Hey? Hey? Hey? Yeah, I thought 
SO... 

- Richard Greydanus 


In Response to Mr. Joustra 


Dear Editor: I wish to respond 
to a letter from Mr. Rob Joustra, 
which appeared in the October 11" 
issue of The Crown. The letter was 
entitled “In Response to Mr. Hart,” 
Where’ Mr. Joustra expressed his 
concern that a burgeoning Redeemer 
bureaucracy was oppressing the 
student body. I would like to share a 
few of my personal thoughts on this 
subject. 

In his book Mere Christianity, 
C.S. Lewis describes his vision of 
a ‘fully Christian’ society. It would 
have a socialistic economic structure 
that would require all members to 
work and contribute. There would 
be no wasteful luxury, and no 
class distinction. It would demand 
obedience (and the outward marks 
of respect) to all forms of authority. 
Finally, it would be a cheerful society, 
full of thanksgiving and rejoicing. 

Lewis goes on to surmise that 
if we were to visit such a society, 
each of us would like certain parts 
of it, but very few of us would agree 
with the whole of it. This is to be 
expected, because we are a fallen 
people who have departed from 
God's perfect social plan. We each 
have modified God's plan to suit 
our own convenience and purposes. 
Like customers at a salad bar, we 
pick and choose between those parts 
of Christianity we like, and those we 
don't. 

I think it would be an interesting 
exercise to imagine applying Lewis’ 
vision of a fully Christian society 
to the faculty, staff, and students of 
Redeemer University College. What 
would it look like, and how would it 
function? 

With regard to traffic and 
parking, consider the basic Christian 
principles of humility (Philippians 
2:3-4), hospitality towards strangers 
(Romans 12:13) and respect for 
authority (Romans 13:1-5). If we 
fully lived these principles, would 
we be as quick to insist on our 
right to park as close to the school 
or dorm entrance as possible? And 
would not we always be sure to 
obey the authority of the traffic 
and parking signs? Imagine that 
everyone obeyed the posted speed 
limit, that there would always be a 
selection of choice parking spaces 
available for our visitors, and that 
everyone parked where they should. 
We would have no need of speed 
bumps, special visitor parking 
spaces, or parking enforcement. 

In a fully Christian society, 
we would all be prudent about 
protecting others and ourselves 
from danger (Proverbs 22:3), We 
would lock our doors at night, and 


editor that are misguided or poorly 
constructed. I am certain, however, 
that by publishing such letters - 
it's up to the reader to determine 
which these are - that the effect on 
the school community will be ‘net 
positive.’ If a writer's comments 
are entirely ungrounded, misled 
or insulting, I trust that those who 
read them will respond, in kind, 
with a corrective letter. In this way, 
both sides of any argument can see 
the light of day and can be tested 
by the larger community. 

3. Very infrequently are letters 
rejected, unless they are flagrantly 
offensive. No profanity, direct 
personal insult, racist or sexist 
language will be permitted. Even 
though the credibility of this paper 
should not be judged on the basis 
of its letters, there are some things 
that simply do not deserve to be 
put on paper. In order to determine 
what fits in this category, I guess 
you'll just have to trust me. 


would not tape our door latches. 
There would be no need for security 
door checks, and no requirement 
for fines. And what about shopping 
carts? Well, Christians would not 
steal (Exodus 20:15), and they would 
not permit even the suggestion such 
sins existed among them (Ephesians 
5:3). Indeed, if we consider the 
Christian practice of mutual censure 
(2Thesselonians 3:14-15), I would 
expect that this community would 
quite effectively police itself. The 
entire Security Department could 
be reduced to a single grandfatherly 
gentleman whose job it would be to 
unlock your dorm when you forgot 
ys, boost your dead battery 
left your car lights on, or 


Ni eMnot thd never shall 
be, a fully Christian society. We 
each have modified God’s perfect 
plan to suit our own purpose and 
convenience, When our purpose and 
convenience conflicts with those of 
someone else, the problems arise. To 
save ourselves a walk, we tend to 
park as close as possible to the school 
entrance. Without a rule about visitor 
parking spaces, it is probably a good 
bet that guests to our campus would 
regularly be forced to park at the back 
of Siberia. Without a rule about tape, 
we know that many doors would 
never be locked. And without a rule 
about shopping carts, we would see 
stolen shopping carts. 

Rules, bureaucracy, and 
administration; we need and have 
them because we can not satisfy the 
ideal of a fully Christian life, so such 
controls are required to hold our 
carnal tendencies in check. Social 
freedom cannot exist without social 
morality, and social morality cannot 
exist without personal morality. So 
if we have the feeling that our social 
freedoms are being eroded, | suggest 
that we would do better to closely 
examine the condition of our personal 
morality, than to self-righteously 
denounce the encroachment of a 
faceless bureaucracy. 

- Ralph Hart, Director of 
Physical Plant & Security 


Dear Editor: | am greatly disturbed 
by Mr. Joustra’s letter. He appears 
to be greatly influenced by the 
individualism of the Western world. 
His letter bears the marks of an outcry 
against rules of any type that hinder 
his ‘fun,’ Life is not all fun and games. 
There are laws and rules that we all 
must abide by or be hurt physically, 
emotionally, or financially. 

Yes, Redeemer has a growing 
bureaucracy that I, too have come to 
dislike. However, I believe that Mr. 
Joustra’s letter is uncaring, unloving, 
and thus ungodly, God commands us 
to obey the laws that the authorities 
above us have instituted (Romans 
13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:16). In his letter to 
the Romans, the apostle Paul was 
speaking to Christians who were 
being persecuted for their faith. 
These Christians knew oppression, 
but yet they were called to obey the 
rulers that oppressed them 

In response to Mr. Joustra’s three 
incidents, there is much that needs 
to be addressed. All that Mr. Hart 
has done is enforcing the rules that 


have been in place for many years, 
but Student Life did not have the 
backbone to enforce them. We 
need to be trained so that we may 
become law-abiding citizens, not 
law-breakers. May God bless Mr. 
Hart as he continues to enforce the 
rules of this campus. 

Mr. Joustra seems so set against 
the rules that are now being 
enforced. What about the rules that 
are not currently being enforced but 
should be? These rules are broken on 
a daily basis. First, let us focus on the 
speed limit. Yes, | know that many 
of you did not know that Redeemer 
has a speed limit, but there is one, 
Check out the sign on the right just 
as you enter the Redeemer drive. 
It says 30 km/h. I am intimately 
concerned by the actions of all these 
drivers. I have feared for my life 
on several occasions as | walked 
to the school. I have already been 
involved in a_ near-fatal motor 
vehicle accident and do not wish 
to be in another accident. I am not 
the only visually impaired student 
on campus. I challenge all drivers 
to think of the visually impaired 
and others who walk the campus. 
Speeding is putting all pedestrians’ 
lives in danger. Do I need to fear the 
end of my life each time that I walk 
to the school? 

Second, the NO drinking rule. 
How many of you have brought 
alcohol or even hard liquor on 
campus? Excessive consumption 
of alcoholic beverages is not healthy 
and can lead to addiction. There 
are many passages in scripture 
that condemn excessive drinking 
(Proverbs 23:20, Galatians 

5:16-26, Ephesians 5:18, 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11). We are to be 
filled with the Spirit and the things 
of God, not with alcohol and the lust 
of the flesh. 

Third, no sexual intercourse. 
I don’t think that I need to list 
any passages for this. The Lord 
clearly condemns adultery and 
promiscuous activity. Adultery is 
listed in several passages among 
those that will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Christians are just 
as tempted to sin as those who are 
not Christians. 

Let us show the world that we 
are Christians, not by our words but 
also by our actions. God sees and 
hears all that you do and say. 

— Elizabeth Klapwyk 


Dear Editor: You may be aware 
by now that in the last Crown 
my letter stirred up a great deal 
of controversy. The controversy 
was not entirely unexpected. The 
passionate intensity of it, however, 
was. A number of items require 
clarification as well as explanation. 

I have been, over the past few 
weeks, in a dialogue with Mr. 
Hart, the Student Senate President 
and a broad variety of students. 
These communications have been 
invaluable as well as informative. 
For the sake of brevity and my 
audience, I shall focus on four 
items. 

First, the style of my original 
article was confrontational. It was 
written in frustration and contained 
within it a sharp criticism that was 
inappropriate. Mr. Hart felt the 
letter was damaging and, while I 
feel it was not a personal attack, it 
was perhaps an excessive criticism. 
Therefore, to those who were 
offended in this matter, first to Mr. 
Hart and the administration, but as 
well to Security, | apologize. 

Secondly, I would like to address 
the specific incidences | noted in my 
previous letter. It should be noted 
that the shopping cart issue has 
been a fiasco involving a number 
of levels of bureaucracy and it is 
not Security that is responsible for 
this state of affairs. While it was Mr. 
Hart's direct confiscation of these 
carts that inconvenienced students, 
the fact that there was not a policy 
in place to replace these “stolen” 
goods was not his fault and should 
not have been his concern, In regard 
to fines being handed out for dorm 
doors being taped, it should be 
updated that no such fines were 
handed out, but merely the threat of 
such fines. However, these factual 
discrepancies are incidental to my 
previous letter and do not disturb 
the foundational content of it. 

Third, | would like to note that 
many members of the student 
body, if not the majority share the 
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The opinions expressed in The 
Crown are not necessarily those of 
Redeemer University College’s student 
body, faculty or administration. 

Letters to the editor and article 


submissions shall be sent via email to 
editor@thecrown.ca. 

The Crown’s editorial staff is not 
responsible for the content of letters to 
the editor. Letters solely represent the 
opinion of their respective authors. 

Any offense generated by the 
content of a letter should be addressed 
in a well-thought response in this 
venue. 

Letters must include the name 
and contact information of the writer 
although we may print anonymously 
by special request. 

The Crown is published twelve 
times per academic year. It is funded by 
the students of Redeemer University 
College and by advertising. 

Subscription enquiries may 
be addressed to the subscription 


department at the above by 
The Crown is published by 


students but is dedicated to the 
broader college community. 


opinions expressed in my article. 
This letter was not a spur-of-the- 
moment undertaking, but a reaction 
to years of frustration concerning 
the path Redeemer seems to be 
following. Students have become 
an almost secondary concern, with 
conferences, visitors and others 
claiming the primary concern of 
the administration. I cited the 
visitors’ parking in this regard in 
my previous article. I stand by this. 
I believe very strongly that students 
should be the highest priority of 
this institution and its faculty, and I 
do not feel this is an unfair opinion. 

It is true that as the university 
expands, regulations will need to 
be enforced and rules may need 
to be created to ensure an orderly 
social environment. I have often 
heard these rules defended on the 
grounds that Redeemer’s policies 
are no different than those of any 
other university - but certainly they 
should be! 

It is, I maintain, not the 
bureaucracy’s place to micro- 
manage the moral lives of students. 
Individual morality cannot be 
enforced in such a manner. 

There is plenty of blame and 
shame for all, and my intent is 
not to place it where it’s due. The 
fact remains that many of the 
“oppressive” policies that are 
beginning to be implemented can 
be directly traced to incidents in 
university life here on campus 
that threaten the proper conduct 
of affairs. However, the fact also 
remains that there are policies in 
place that are being poorly enforced. 
I maintain that more discretion 
should be used in delivering fines, 
and they should be lowered either 
in incidence or actual cost. | also 
maintain that parking should be 
sorted out coherently and efficiently 
to the benefit of all. 

I encourage very strongly that 
those who agree or disagree with 
me to write in to the Crown and 
express opinions. It should also 
be noted to those with a specific 
grievance with policy, Mr. Hart's 
door is open weekdays and he 
welcomes students and staff to 
come by, chat with him, and discuss 
alternative solutions. 

- Rob Joustra 
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To Ratify or Not to Ratify: Kyoto Examined 


BY PIETER HARSEVOORT 


It may seem like our world 
is falling apart. Terrorism deals 
out fear on every continent, the 
economy is faltering, and the earth 
itself appears to be running a fever. 
The first two of these concerns are 
on everyone’s mind, if one can 
judge by newspaper headlines 
and internet forums, to the point 
that the latter is easily forgotten. 
However, global warming is not an 
issue easily pushed to the side to be 
dealt with later. 

The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Control (IPCC), 
a UN sponsored group of 2,500 
scientists and experts from around 
the world has studied the data 
on global warming and reported 
on their findings in 2001. Their 
prognosis doesn’t look good. “An 
increasing body of observation 
gives a collective picture of a 
warming world,” — states the 
report, with “new and stronger 
evidence that most of the warming 
observed over the last 50 years is 
attributable to human activities.” 
These scientists go on to predict 


a 1.4 to 5.8 degree Celsius rise in 
temperature worldwide by the year 
2100. 

Especially to us residents 
of the North, this doesn’t sound 
too bad, does it? I know I wouldn't 
mind a bit of a longer summer and 
warmer winter. And if this was the 
only result we could easily ignore 
global warming and start throwing 
out our parkas. However, such is 
not the case. 

Even this small rise 
in temperature would have 
devastating effects on many parts 
of the world, Most importantly, the 
polar ice caps would begin to melt, 
raising the ocean's level as much as 
88cm by 2100, This would cause 
serious flooding of low-lying coastal 
areas. Tens of millions of people in 
Bangladesh would have to flee their 
homes to escape the rising tides. 
The Gulf and South Atlantic coasts 
of America would be endangered, 
as would be the densely populated 
cities of Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya 
in Japan. The rising oceans could 
also affect us close to home here 
by contaminating our Great Lakes 
supply of fresh, drinking water. 

Beyond _ this, _ scientists 


Kyoto Assumptions 


BY STUART STAAL 


Human __ activity destroying 
earth? Disasters getting worse? 
CO2 roasting the planet? Sounds 
familiar? It should, ladled daily by 
media to the masses. To stop Global 
Warming, the Kyoto Accords were 
invented. The Liberals want to sign 
but it doesn’t have enough loopholes, 
so they are trying to change some 
terms. Brought to us courtesy of 
lawyers and politicians, this new 
treaty is supposed to save the world. 
Canada is required to cut carbon 
dioxide emissions 6% below 1990 
levels by 2012. Japan and Western 


Europe reduced emissions using 
loopholes like nuclear power, Russia 
and Eastern Europe have collapsed 
since 1990, and the entire developing 
world is exempted from reductions. 
Canada is the only nation actually 
reducing CO2 emissions. 

By government estimates, 
Kyoto would result in the loss of 
200,000 jobs and a GDP reduction 
of 1.5% over the next decade. The 
Canadian Manufacturers and 
Exporters organization says that the 
cost will be 450,000 jobs and a 3% 
decrease in GDP. Pretending the 
government's figures are correct, 
Canada would be put through, 


project alterations in the weather 
around the globe. Rainfall patterns 


would change, increasing the 
chances of drought and famine. 
There would be an increase in 


the number of so-called “extreme 
weather events” such as intense 
storms and heat waves, which 
already claim hundreds of lives 
each year. Fruitful farmland would 
turn to barren desert, and as an 
added _ side-effect malaria would 
spread as the mosquito carriers 
expand to inhabit new areas of the 
earth, Sound like an apocalyptic 
view of the future? Maybe. A 
realistic one? Quite possibly. 

Based on the conclusions 
of the IPCC the Kyoto Protocol was 
written, This document outlines the 
steps industrialized nations should 
take to minimize global warming 
without harming their economies. 
Nations who agree to work with the 
Protocol come up with the amount 
by which they ean safely lower the 
production of greenhouse gases and 
the date by which this reduction 
should be complete (Canada’s 
target is to reduce its greenhouse 
gas emissions to 6 percent below 
1990 levels by the period between 


2008 and 2012). 

As in all things, there 
is disagreement and_ dissent 
surrounding th findings. A 


number of scientists say that this 


Just in 


10% in the Nort 
has lessened in 
Africa and the region surrounding 
the Mediterranean causing more 
frequent and more severe droughts 
and famines. Just in the last number 
of decades the Northern polar ice 
cap has thinned by a huge 40%, 


and shrunk by 10-15%. Since the 
1960s 10% of the global snow cover 
has given way to the heat. The face 
of the earth is changing rapidly, 
and we who live on it better take 
notice. 

Critics argue that the 
production of greenhouse gases, 
though detrimental to nature, is a 
needed, vital part of the economies 
of industrialized nations. They say 
that cutting back on the burning of 
fossil fuels will leave a shortage of 
energy, and that cleaner sources of 
power, like solar, aren’t sufficiently 
developed yet to take over. It is for 
this reason that the Kyoto Protocol 
calls only for a lessening of fossil 
fuel usage, which if done properly 
will not harm the economy and will 
likely hurry the development of 
other energy sources. 

It is very likely that the 
pleas of those concerned for the 
environment will be ignored by 
many. Some will say that change is 
too costly, others that the findings 
and predictions of the IPCC aren't 
sufficient proof of global warming. 
To all, I say let’s give the earth the 
benefit of the doubt on this one and 
support the Kyoto Protocol. 


Flawed, Will Cost Canadians 


at minimum, the equivalent of a 
decade-long recession, and that’s just 
the beginning, Add to this the fact 
that our esteemed Prime Minister 
and his legions of colleagues, cronies 
and a gargantuan public service 
cannot come up with a plan to cope 
with Kyoto’s damage. Well, at least 
as we are going over this cliff, we can 
congratulate ourselves on saving the 
environment, right? 


Well, no, aettually. There 
is no scientific consensus. What 
we find, like everywhere else in 


politics, is special interest groups 
and __ lobbyists. This time it’s 
green beanie tree huggers like the 
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Sierra Club, World Wildlife Fund, 
Greenpeace and Suzuki making a 
stand for mother earth. Upon closer 
scrutiny of so-called scientific data 
put forward by “aig groups, several 
problems emerge. | 

Firstly, it lis reported that 
global temperatures are on the 
up and up, have been for the last 
century, every child in kindergarten 
knows this. According to models, 
the temperature should be rising 
faster than the 0.3-0.6 C measured, 
with the lower atmosphere showing 
even more pronounced changes. 
Instead, satellite data taken over the 
last two decades shows a slight trend 
appearing to be downward. The 
largest fluctuati in temperature 
were due to natural disasters like 
volcanic eruptions (Mt. Pinatubo) 
and El Nino. The methane hydrate 
deposit off of Vangouver also could 
have caused many fluctuations. 
The discrepancy between satellite 
and surface data can be explained 
by ‘heat islands,’ the bubbles of 
heat created around urban centres, 
where the thermometers are often 
conveniently located. 

The good old sun, source 
of most of our energy, is another 
culprit in fluctuating temperatures. 
Decreased sunspot activity between 
1550 and 1850 caused the Little Ice 
Age. In 1670 to 1710, a dearth of 
sunspot activity coincided with 
extremely cold winters in Europe. 
Sunspots can account for global 
variations of 0.33 C in 7 years. In fact, 
one scientist predicts a new Little Ice 
Age by 2030, 

So, the polar ice caps are 
all melting, creating a waterworld 
for Costner? Think again. 18 years 
of satellite data shows the Antarctic 
ice sheet increasing 0.011 degrees 
latitude per year, or 2.6% increase 
since 1979. In the Arctic the average 
temperature in winter has gone 
down by 44 C, but there was ice 
thinning in the 70's, because waters 


in the Atlantic ocean, pushed by 
westerly winds, moved faster under 
the ice sheet, melting it. However, 
from 1986-97, submarine data 
shows there has been no substantial 
change, with a possible upward 
trend in the 1990's. 

The other assumption 
made by the Establishment is that 
CO2 is in fact the main culprit in 
the ‘Greenhouse effect.’ If we even 
had a global warming problem, we 
would want to attack the real source, 
evaporated dihydrogen monoxide. 
It accounts for 20% overall ozone 
depletion and is the most powerful 
greenhouse gas. For those non- 
chemists, I mean water vapor. Yup, 
that’s right, it contributes 52 times 
more to the greenhouse effect than 
CO2. So, the self-righteous David 
Suzuki driving his new fuel cell 
vehicle emitting only water vapor 
will be damaging the environment 
more than a yuppie in an SUV. 

As for the increasing 
amounts of CO2, most comes from 
the oceans, which is the biggest 
reservoir of CO2. In fact, the oceans 
contain dissolved CO2 in amounts 
78 to 1 compared to the atmosphere. 
However, since temperature has 
a big effect on solubility levels, 
something like El Nino, a weather 
pattern which leads to the warming 
of the oceans, releases massive 
amounts of CO2. 

To summarize, _ since 
CO2 has a negligible effect on 
atmospheric temperature, the 
atmosphere isn’t even warming 
up and the polar ice isn’t melting, 
why should Canada commit to a 
treaty which involves us losing our 
jobs and our money? Obviously 
the answer is that Canada should 
not sign on to such a masochistic 
agreement. Join the right 
wing conspiracy and stop lefty 
intellectuals. 


Suzuki and Kyoto: Did we get Suckered In? 


BY ROB JOUSTRA 


It seems that our Prime Minister 
has set in motion events that will 
bring Canada into a_ position 
of cuttings its greenhouse gas 
emissions by 29% by 2012. Whether 
you believe this is part of his attempt 
to create a legacy, or an actual 
attempt at environmental activism, 
the fact remains: we're all in this boat 
together, and for better or for worse, 
our fates are linked. I believe that in 
the wake of this Kyoto scandal it is 
important to take a serious look at 
what these emissions cuttings are 
all about. The catch phrase here is 
“global 

It is true that over the last century 
or two the Earth has seen a rise in 
temperature. It has been a very slow 
rise, but a significant rise in that it 
has been worldwide, This rise in 
temperature, and rising 
of sea levels, are all blamed on global 
warming created by green house 
gases, which are created by us; or so 
it seems, 


We are assured that the world’s 
scientists all agree on this matter and 
that Kyoto is a matter of imminent 
importance. Some letters went out 
recently to the nation’s politicians 
from David Suzuki, a prominent 
environmentalist, containing a plea 
that the Kyoto Protocol be quickly 
ratified. In it he states “the world’s 
top climate scientists have clearly 
shown that Canada will be hit hard 
by global warming.” Apparently, 
climatologists who disagree aren't 
“top” scientists because they 
refuse to contribute to this public 
hysteria. 

This hysteria of which I speak 
is none other than the mass panic 
created by environmentalists like 
David Suzuki. They feed the public 
misinformation to convince them 
the planet is in dire straights, and 
indeed may notsurvive long enough 
for their children! Perhaps it's not 
always this extreme; nevertheless 
I believe the credibility of some of 
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The Green Team: Behind the 


BY RUTH REITSMA 


The Environmental — Club, 
dubbed the “Green Team,” is 
currently in its second year of 
existence, The club was founded 
by Justin Renkema, now a 
Redeemer alumnus, upon _ his 
return from the AuSable Institute 
of Environmental Studies. The 
course work he completed at 
AuSable inspired him to_ effect 
environmental betterment and to 
practice Christian stewardship here 
on Redeemer’s own campus. In 
only one short year, the Green Team 
instituted a composting program 
on campus, aided the organization 
and shaping of Whaley’s Garden, 
petitioned Redeemer to cease the 
use of pesticides, completed a 
beach clean-up, petitioned against 
the use of styrofoam for communal 
meals and the daily soup program 
and attempted to create a student 
janitorial/maintenance position for 
a weekly compost collector. 

This year the Green Team, 
though still a young club, is 


working hard to establish its 
identity and permanency around 
the halls of Redeemer. This is 
often difficult to accomplish in an 
institution where cost overshadows 
the use and implementation of 
environmentally friendly products 
and policies. Thus, the Green 
Team has decided to attempt 
change one small step at a time. 
Practical implementation of such 
steps manifests themselves in the 
following ways: 

-continuation andimprovement 
of the composting program. 

-large composting bins in each 
parking lot to be replaced by new, 
more portable bins.- monetary 
honorariums given to two Green 
Team student workers for weekly 
transporting and emptying of large 
bins into permanent composter 
located in Whaley’s Garden. 

-repairs of permanent 
composter in Whaley’s Garden 

-hydraulic hinge needs to be 
replaced 

-one of three lids needs to be 
replaced 


Lown 


~local cman / beach clean- 


ups 
~a “buy nothing” day 
-promotion ei 
ofa north altatle lifestyle 
~anassessmentof environmental 
stewardship on campus and within 


the academic building 
~Earth Month celebration 
-opport for interaction 


2 deer er community 
believing its ve 


stal Remerit has become 
a kind of mantra, repeated often 
stian circles, The 


Green Team, however, plans to 


live out calling by practicing 
preservation, conservation and 
restoration. Whether you are a 
member of the Green Team or not, 


may we encourage you to do the 
same, 


The Surge Youth Conference 


BY CLAIRE DE ATH 


The Surge Youth Conference 
is gathering at the Hamilton 
Convention Centre on November 
15, 16, 17. One of the speakers this 
year is Darian Kovacs of Canada 
Fire. Darian is an amazing young 
man who has been featured on 100 
Huntley St. for his work with youth 
and high schools across the country, 
encouraging them to start prayer 
groups and Exploring Christianity 
groups. Todd Cantelon, a pioneer 
in Christian TV programming and 
in church planting will be at the 
conference on Friday night, and 
Mark Dowds of Fresh Resources 
and Muskoka Woods will also be 
speaking. Our worship leader is 
Jeff Snyder, who some of you may 
recognize from Fresh Winds, as well 
as Bryan Hunt, an emerging worship 
leader with an incredible talent to 
follow where the spirit is leading. 

Please surf around the website 
and encourage your friends and 


family to do so as well. Register 
online at www.,thesurgeonline.ca. 
Below is the vision for what The 
Surge will be: 

“A crowd hundreds 
strong become unified in their 
diversity. Founded in their King 
their individual creativity weaves 
together as one. Schools of Prophets 
spread through the room leaving 
a trail of God’s spoken work upon 
those in their path. A wall of 
harmonious sounds pulsate from 
where the musicians dance and a 
wall of artistry and colour blooms 
from the hands of the artists as 
worship to their Lord. Swat teams 
of intercessors guard over each 
moment as the 24-7 room rejoices 
and prays through day and night. 
Freedom is given to dance and sing 
and shout and cry and laugh and 
wait and think. It is a gathering of 
the revolution; a calling together of 
the Jedi of the Kingdom; a meeting of 
the sons and daughters of the High 
King with their Father to receive 
His plans and strength for the next 
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attack into the enemy's camp.” These 
are essences of what is being called 
The Surge, These are the things we 


have been hearing whispered on the 
wind. The Surge is to be a gathering 
of those who are young, to worship, 
wait on, and experience our one and 


only Lord and King, Jesus. 

It is not a production to entertain 
the masses, but instead a moment in 
our journey as a people that energizes 
out steps, A gathering where there 
are no spectators and where we 
embrace the love, power, and word 
of the Lord together. The desire is 


to see each lover of God present at 
The Surge involved in the movement 
of the vision. It’s about connecting 


9 can support one another, 
equipping those who have doors to 
open them, ‘and taking hold of the 
surge of a Spirit that will carry 
us into His will. It’s about serious, 
intense, gritty, life and death, getting 
down to business stuff. At the very 
same time it is about joy, excitement, 


beauty, and celebration. 


Student Senate 
BY KIM HULTINK 


Well, October has certainly 
been a very busy month for Senate. 
Both the Aetivities Committee 
and the Spiritual and Service 
Committee (SASC) have organized 
several different events this month 
including Church Showcase, Rake 
and Run, the Harvest Hoe-down, 
CoffeeHouse, and Trick or Can! 

Plans are underway for 
another upcoming event, one that 
is new to Redeemer’s campus. A 
Christmas Semi-Formal Banquet 
will be held on ty Nov. 30. 
Keep your eyes open for further 
details! The annu Boring Banquet 
has also been a topic of discussion 
lately. Carmen‘s Banquet Hall has 
been booked again, so be sure to 
keep March 15 open for this evening 
of good food, great entertainment, 
and fun times on the dance floor! 

The SAS Committee has 
been busy finishing the publication 
of the “What's Happening at 
Redeemer?” booklet, This booklet 
contains brief club descriptions and 
contact leaders with their numbers, 
Check out the clubs and feel free 
to contact any of the leaders, They 
are more than willing to give you 
more information about how to get 
involved. 

Another exciting new 
development at Redeemer is 
William’s Coffee Pub, After much 
anticipation, this latest addition to 
Redeemer’s campus is now open for 
business. 

There will soon be smaller tables 
to create a more intimate atmosphere 
as well, As with anything that is 
new, there are usually questions 
or comments. Remember that if 
you have any concerns for Senate, 
feel free to drop a message in the 
Student Concern box outside of the 
Senate office or contact Senate at 
senate@redeemer.on,ca! 


BY JOEL HARSEVOORT 


Why do you listen to The 
Dave Matthews Band? Is it because 
you find their unique brand of 
South African rock particularly 
interesting? Is it because you heard 
a couple of their songs on the radio 
and thought they were cool? Or 
maybe it’s because your significant 
other really likes them and you feel 
compelled to enjoy the band just to 
fit a little more in your love’s life? Or 
perhaps you don’t even know who 
The Dave Matthews Band is and 
therefore cannot answer the question 
at all. Ken Heffner, the student 
activities director at Calvin College, 
addressed this question at an Open 
Forum held in the executive dining 
room of our college on Wednesday, 
October 22, 2002. 

Heffner began his 
presentation with a short disclaimer 
that the ensuing discussion would 
not involve such artists as Britney 
Spears or the Backstreet Boys, 
but focus more on the less aurally 
offensive artists of today and recent 
years. His goal was to create an 
awareness of the pervasiveness 
of music in today’s culture and to 
emphasize the need for discernment 
in our listening to that music. 

In the first half of his 
presentation, Heffner set the tone 
for discernment by expounding the 
Biblical basis for it. He began with 
the Creation story in Genesis 1 and 2, 
stating that at creation the world was 
“the way it was meant to be,” that it 
was good good, as anyone who has 
taken Dr. Goheen’s REL 101 class 
can tell you. Man was created as the 
crown of Creation and made in the 
image of God. We were given the 
task of filling the earth and subduing 
it, and God was excited to see what 
we would do with His Creation. As 
man lived and exercised his duty he 
made culture, which is the result of 
man’s interaction with each other 
and the Creation. A large part of 
culture is communication and one of 
the many ways man communicates 
his culture is art. Therefore music, 
being a form of art, is a form of 
communication. 

Now, Heffner said, Satan 
wanted to ruin God’s creation 
and could only do so through the 
keepers of Creation, namely man. 
The serpent asked man to give up 
everything they had for nothing; man 
already had the ability to discern 
good and evil and was already more 
like God than anything else created. 
The serpent, in his way of bending 
the truth, convinced man to disobey 
God and therefore sin entered the 
world and we lost everything. 

On a side note, Heffner pointed 
out that Christ does the opposite 
in asking us to give up nothing 
to receive everything. Now man 
was corrupt and everything we 
touch becomes distorted. We were 
introduced to death and had to 
suffer its consequences. 

At this point, Heffner played 
his first musical selection; a tune by 
Natalie Merchant called “Beloved 
Wife.” This song portrays an old 
man who has lost his wife and now 
feels that he has lost his own soul, It 
portrays the utter disabling nature 
of death. Man was not meant to 
die and death is a plague on us. 
But at this lowest point in human 
history, God gave us hope with the 
presentation of the Gospel; Eve’s 
offspring would crush the Serpent's 
head. When Christ rose from the 
dead, he crushed death and gave 
man the victory over the grave. 
Now, with the Holy Spirit in us, 
we go about our Creational task on 
earth with the Kingdom of Heaven 
and the Kingdom of Death with us at 
all times. We still struggle with the 
effects of sin, but we are redeemed 
by the saving work of Christ. We 
again have the ability to discern 
good and evil and can apply this 
discernment to music. 

At this point in the 
presentation, Heffner took a break 
from speaking to field questions 
from the audience. Not a single 
person rose to speak, One can only 
assume everyone was flabbergasted 
by the unique and enlightening 
discourse on the Creation, Fall, 
Redemption story Heffner offered. 

In the second half of 
the presentation Heffner began 
speaking on the actual process of 


musical discernment. According to 
him, musical discernment presents 
us with some good points and some 
bad ones. On the good side, we can 
listen to any and all music if we have 
discerned its worth. On the bad 
side, there is no safe zone. There 
is no specific type of music that is 
safe and good for the Christian to 
hear. Therefore we must engage 
with all type of music to separate the 
good from the bad. Gracefully, we 
are equipped to do so by the Spirit 
within us. 

At this point you may 
be asking, “How do I go about 
this great discerning?” Heffner 
presented six tips in answer. First, 
we must get away from the myth 
of entertainment. Entertainment 
doesn’t exist. All parts of culture 
have a particular bent to them; 
there is no neutral ground. Our 
minds cannot simply stop and be 
entertained; we are always thinking 
and therefore must always be 
discerning so that we can separate 
the good from the bad. 

Second, we must stop mass- 
consuming music, for example 
listening to the radio for hours and 
not knowing half the artist’s names 
and certainly not understanding 
what they are trying to say. We have 
to slow down and focus on it; study 
up on the artist and the producer 
to find out what they believe and 
what ideas or values they are trying 
to push. Heffner suggests that 
the internet is a very useful tool 
for this research. This also means 
that we should buy CDs and not 
download MP3s! What? You've 
got to be kidding me! MP3s are part 
of college life! Well, as much as | 
would tend to agree that MP3s are 
great, artists usually create an album 
with an overall thought. 

By listening to one song from an 
album you cannot understand the 
real ideas behind it and therefore 
cannot discern its value. 

In the third place, we should 
listen to music with friends. Here at 
school, Heffner says, we are falling 
in love with the people we are going 
to know for the rest of our lives, not 
just our significant others, but also 
our friends. We learn, think about, 
and do things together. So we 
should also listen to music together 
and help each other discern its 
worth, 

Fourth, stop using music as 
wallpaper. Music has something to 
say so listen to it and don’t treat it 
as white noise just to fill the silence. 
Music is a powerful tool and should 
be treated as such. 

Fifth, try to listen to live music 
as much as possible. At a concert, 
there is an interaction between the 
audience and the artist. We get to 
feel and see what the artist is doing 
and we get to be part of it. Also, at a 
concert, we are there as a community. 
Together we enjoy and listen to 
the music and experience its effect, 
which fits in with point three. Sixth 
and finally, be constantly in prayer. 
Ask the Lord for guidance before 
and when you listen to music so that 
you can be attentive and discerning. 
According to Heffner, these six steps 
will be of great aid in discerning 
the worth of all music to which we 
listen. If these steps are of no help to 
you, he suggests that you read “Art 
and Soul” by Hillary Brand et all. 
This book presents a solid Christian 
basis for the discernment of music 
today. 

In closing, Heffner played 
“Bartender” by The Dave Matthews 
Band. The audience was given a 
chance to discern together what the 
band was saying. It was generally 
agreed that the song sounded like 
a genuine conversion to Christ. 
However, as we continued to 
discern, we recognized that in the 
context of the band’s greater work 
it was a little less clear than we 
thought. | Dave Matthews often 
places Christian imagery in his 
music, but rarely finds the real core 
of Christian faith. “Dave asks good 
questions, but has bad answers,” 
says Heffner. Heffner went on to 
stress the great need for discernment 
when we listen to any and all music. 
We cannot simply hear music. We 
must listen to it and focus on it and 
use our God-given ability to discern 
the cultural communication in it. We 
must always discern. 
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The Bow Tie: more than % 


a fashion statement 


BY DR. DAVID T. KOYZIS 


The Koyzis closet, Hamilton, Ontario 
- Few men these days wear bow ties, 
as one can quickly see from watching 
those attending church or a concert, 
or working at a bank or law office. 
A drive to the local mall and a walk 
through the men’s clothing section 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company or 
Wal-Mart will likely reveal only 
the conventional long ties that are 
a ubiquitous and never-out-of-style 
feature of the male wardrobe. So 
why wear bow ties? Here are five 
good reasons: 

1. To begin with, anumber of well- 
known and distinguished people 
have sported the bow tie as a normal 
part of their sartorial armoury. 
Included are Winston Churchill, 
Abraham Lincoln, Harry S. Truman, 
Mark Twain, Karl Marx, G. Groen 
van Prinsterer, Abraham Kuyper, 
Thomas A. Edison, Steve Jobs (the 
founder of Apple Computer) and 
former Illinois Senator Paul Simon 
(not to be confused with the better- 
known singer of the same name). 
In English-language literature, a 
famous fictional character sporting 
this look is the Cat in the Hat. 
Colonel Harland Sanders, founder 
of the Kentucky Fried Chicken fast- 
food chain, wore a variation of the 
bow tie, known as the string tie. 
(Studies have shown that the mere 
sight of a black string tie, capped 
by a white goatee, will stimulate 
the salivary glands of most North 
Americans.) 

2. If you are a twenty-year-old 
Dutch-Canadian male, 6 feet-10 
inches tall, weighing all of 140 
pounds, then the bow tie, with 
its obvious horizontal lines, helps 
to add some visual girth to your 
otherwise lanky frame. 

3. When wearing a bow tie, you 
can lean over a pot of soup without 
having to worry that an excessively 


Reformation Day and The Catholic Church 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


Reformation Day is upon us--I 
think. By my best guesses it falls 
on November 1. When this little- 
known, little-celebrated day is 
compared to Christmas and Easter 
it hardly registers on the holiday 
indicator. But still, what this day 
stands as an epitaph to is deeply 
ingrained on the Protestant mind, 
for it find its beginnings in what 
is being remembered. We should 
stop, if only for a moment, to 
consider what is being said. 

The Protestant Church is 
exactly that: the church that 
protests. But what against? If we 
were to reach back into history, 
the Protestant movement stood 
against the Whore of Babylon and 
her master the Anti-Christ. These 
were vivid metaphors for the 

Roman Catholic Church and 
the Pope, respectively. Our terms 
are more refined today. We have 
moved away from the Harlot and 
the Devil towards kinder labels. 
How nice of us. 

Vilification is an age-old 
and well-respected practice when 
one party needs to justify their 
thinking over and against one 
another. 

The Roman Catholic Church, 
when it failed to respond 
positively to the attempts to 
renew itself by the Reformers, was 
quickly made out to be a villain. 
The baby Protestant movement, 
from a certain point of view, 
seems to have had an inferiority 
complex. 

While there was an 
extreme need for renewal in the 
Roman Catholic Church, were the 
Reformers justified in vilifying the 
church they had tried to reform? I 
do not think they were, for their 
vilification of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s leadership would 
exonerate the Reformers and their 
followers completely. That Calvin 
wrote good theology doesn’t 
mean he was perfect, or that he 
understood and responded to 
his historical situation perfectly. 
The same goes for Luther, Huss, 
Zwingli, ete. 

While we do not identify 


lengthy piece of apparel will add 
something unwanted to the overall 
flavour of the simmering concoction 
below. 

4. If you are a professor, you 
can put old examination sheets and 
foolscap through the paper shredder 
in the front office without fear of 
strangulation. 

5. Finally, and best of all, wearing 


our Roman friends any more 
with damning labels--we must be 
softening in our old age--the spirit 
behind the labels still pervades a 
lot of Protestant Christianity’s 
thought. In Reformed churches 
the incredible stress on remaining 
absolutely true to God’s word 
has unfortunately also led us to 
disassociate ourselves with other 
churches. In the wider Protestant 
field, the Back to the Bible 
movement led people to condemn 
the Catholic Church particularly 
for its almost cultic appearance. 
Both of these attitudes find their 
roots in the Reformation. We don’t 
use the strong terms anymore, but 
do we not still believe what those 
terms implied? 


This negative attitude 
is still alive and strong in 
Protestant Churches. Redeemer 


is a Protestant school and, as 
such, an inheritor of the attitude. 
But do we give any thought to 
why we can’t quite come to call 
Roman Catholics Christians? We 
simply condemn them in the light 
of our beliefs. And the criticisms 
are always the same. The typical 
points are rehashed: praying 
to saints, transubstantiation, 
and papal infallibility. And _ it 
is getting repetitive. It sounds 
like we have a tradition here, a 
Protestant tradition that justifies 
the condemnation of Catholicism 
no less. 

And so we come to the 
critical question; Can we call 
Roman Catholics Christians? 
To answer these questions I do 
not want to get into questions of 
theology. I disagree with many 
points in Catholic theology, hence 
the reason | am not a Roman 
Catholic, But I do still believe we 
can call them Christians. 

My own denomination, 
the Christian Reformed Church, 
was born out of a reaction against 
the sinful accesses of Roman 
Catholicism. As such, it rightly 
recovered much-needed teachings 
of Scripture, but it does not hold 
the final correct interpretation of 
Scripture. The Roman Catholic 
Church also finds its origins in 
a response to the times it found 


CHRIS POT 


a bow tie causes no controversy 
whatsoever... provided it is not the 
only article of clothing you have on. 
Undergraduate students have rarely 
been known to fill the editorial pages 
of the campus newspaper with 
discussions of the felative virtues 
and vices of the bow tie. 

So go out and tieone on. Make 
your own fashion statement. 


4 


itself being born into, Constantine 
became emperor, and in a short 
period of time Christianity 
became the religion of an empire, 
making the church, forall practical 
purposes, one with the state. Out 
of this came the much-loathed 
institutional church, a feature of 
the Roman Catholic Church that 
Protestants also like to condemn. 

It is in the forees of history 
that we find our understanding of 
Scripture’s limitation, We cannot 
possess God's absolute truth. Our 
understanding of Seripture is 
contextual, and always will be. 

We share this with Roman 
Catholics: our need for the grace of 
God to touch every aspect of our 
lives. We share in common with 
them the struggle to understand 
our faith in our own historically 
conditioned context and in the 
light of God’s revelation of himself 
in the person of his Son and in 
Scripture. Our comprehension of 
this context is not a complete one. 
Because we are both finite and 
sinful creatures, | must conclude 
that our comprehension cannot be. 
Thus, we rely on the grace of God. 

There are two extremes 
that have been taken by Christians 
that have bounded the whole 
range of possible attitudes towards 
other Christian understandings. 
The first is well-known by the 
Reformed Church, In an attempt 
to remain faithful to the correct 
understanding of Scripture, any 
other understanding has been 
labeled heretical. But this attitude 
assumes that we have the absolute 
truth, not a contextual 
one. The second | will call 
Ecumenicalism. In this view 
Christian unity becomes an 
idol, and the need for a good 
understanding of Scripture 
is ignored. Neither extreme 
can be justified in the light of 
Seripture. 

What — Christianity 
lacks today is a_ proper 
theology of Christian unity. 
The acknowledgment of the 
extent to which we need 
God's grace would provide an 
excellent foundation. 


Faith 
Justice 


BY DR. BERT POLMAN 


Our registrar, Richard Wikkerink, 
has asked for new topics for senior 
seminar courses, and as I have some 
experience in teaching these courses, 
here is my proposal. Following 
the tragedy of September 11 I’ve 
noticed a much greater exposure of 
navels or belly buttons in our culture 
(including on our campus) - no 
doubt as a counter-cultural symbol 
of life in the face of death. And that 
got me thinking: Redeemer needs an 
interdisciplinary Belly Button course 
for graduating seniors. There’s no 
better way to capstone your core 
curriculum studies than to focus on 
the very essence of our creatureliness 
in a BB course! 

Though I’ve not developed the 
full details of such a course, let me 
sketch for you some of the primary 
components. The first unit deals 
with the ontology of Belly Buttons, 
their sizes, concave or 
convex and vibratory 
BBs have great physical 
advantages: they’re wonderful lint 
traps as ecological devices, when 
filled with a mix of 1 portion sugar 
to 87 portions Webster Falls water 
they become enticing footbaths for 
rodnius prolixus; and their kinetic 
affirm Pythagorean 

motion as well as 
the Dodoweirdian modal scale. On 
a field trip to the local Jenny Craig 
studio, students will experiment 
with using different sizes of barbells 
in pierced navels as a successful aid 
to weight-loss 


various 
shapes, 


propert ies, 


propensities 
theories about 


Then the course moves to the 
hermeneutics of Belly Buttons. 
Students will be required to read 
Bernard of Clairvaux’s lengthy 
medieval sermons on BBs_ in 
which he develops an allegorical 


cosmology where the BB is the 
equator of our existence, with 
evidence of mountains or hills 


and rain’ forests’ or 
peninsulas below — all of which is to 
be cultivated by humankind. Other 
readings could include articles by 
Marx (“The Bourgeoisie Navel”), 
Hegel (“Freedom Phenomenology 
of the Umbilica”’), Derrida (“How 
to Deconstruct Your Neighbour’s 
Nombril”), and Schwemann (“The 
Sacramental Midriff: An Eastern 


beyond, 


ew Senior INT Course 


Orthodox Perspective”). 

There are worthwhile historical 
exposés of the Belly Button too. 
Early Jewish Midrashic literature 
extols the glories of Sarah’s navel 
(see Gen. 12:10-20), for she, being 
a Bedouin woman, was a skilled 
belly dancer. The Patristic writers 
spent hours meditating on the 
quivering of Herodias’ BB (see Mark 
6:22) even though they thought it 
was repugnant. Student seminars 
could explore topics such as “did 
Adam have a BB?” or “the world- 
view of the navel,” or “genealogical 
considerations of the latent evidence 
of my BB.” An entire session will 
need to be devoted to a panel 
discussion on “will tattooing 
Redeemer’s mission statement 
around my BB get me my first 
date?” This would be followed by 
a lab period to test this hypothesis, 
of course. Incidentally, my first 
choice for a textbook is the National 
Geographic coffee-table-sized 
Atlas of the Homo Sapien Umbilicus, 
illustrated in graphic colours. 

I suspect the most provocative 
elements of the course pertain to 
the epistemology of the BB. Not 
only do we think we know, or intuit 
various things about BBs, but the 
navel is apparently also one of our 
greatest receptors and processors of 
knowledge itself. UN inspectors in 
Iraq have uncovered a laboratory 
where women were given aerobic 
exercises to firm up the three-inch 
diameter area around their BB, 
sprinkled that circle with glitter 
make-up, and voila! their navels 
turned into miniature satellite 
dishes, that when programmed 
correctly, could interpret not only 
messages from Sadam, but (these 
inspectors feared) also messages 
from Wormwood, or — horrors! 
— from Bush. The final take-home 
exam would center around these 
two questions: What is your own 
BB telling you? And what overt or 
subliminal messages are you getting 
from your neighbour’s exposed 
navel? 

PS: Approval of this course 
typically takes about three months 
of committee, faculty, and senate 
meetings, but look for this new 
course when you sign up next Spring 
for your 2003-2004 classes! 


Suzuki and Kyoto continued 


(Continued from p.3) 
the information used to produce this 
mass hysteria should be called into 
question. In 1999 more than 16 800 
US scientists, two-thirds of whom 
held advanced degrees, petitioned 
their government not to ratify Kyoto. 
In this report was stated: “There is no 
convincing scientific evidence that 
human release of carbon dioxide, 
methane or other greenhouse gases 
is causing or will, in the foreseeable 
future, cause heating of the earth’s 
atmosphere and disruption of the 
earth’s climate.” This report carried 
the signatures of 2388 meteorologists, 
climatologists, physicists, 
geophysicists and oceanographers 
specifically qualified to evaluate 
the global warming theory. The rest 
were either directly or peripherally 
related disciplines such as biology 
or chemistry. To contrast this, of 
more than 2 000 participants in the 
UN International Panel on Climate 
Change, only 1 093 were scientists 
and only 85 members contributed to 
writings the report. 

However, all these statistics do 
not prove that the theory of human 
induced climate change is incorrect. 
Scientific truth isn’t determined 
by a majority vote. What they do 
that the David Suzuki 
Foundation and related outfits such 
as Greenpeace and the Sierra Club 
are lying when they claim that 
the theory is almost universally 
endorsed within the — scientific 
community. It may or may not be 
that human activity is causing global 


prove is 


warming, but the fact remains that 
these organizations generating the 
propaganda of human _ induced 
climate change are participating 
in what can only be a deliberate 
spread of misinformation to panic 
the population and politicians into a 
ratification of their agenda. 

In the wake of this revelation our 
commitment to and veneration of 
these environmentalist organizations 
needs to be re-examined. These 
are the people that convinced us 
global warming is perhaps the 
greatest threat that faces our planet 
today. Let's face it: they’ve fudged 
the numbers, they’ve played dirty 
- and now they’ve been found out. 
But the fact is they’ve succeeded. 
No matter the cost, and estimates 
differ wildly depending whose 
agendas you're taking the figures 
from, it seems Kyoto will come. 
But our government assures us that 
changes will not necessitate large tax 
increases or a decreased standard of 
living. This comes from the current 
Liberal government. Forgive my 
cynicism, but this looks like a public 
spending scandal waiting to happen. 
And if anyone thinks that Ontario 
will survive just fine under Kyoto 
even if Alberta is hit hard by it, 
they need to take into consideration 
that when a project is cancelled in 
Alberta, Hamilton steel workers 
go home. But it’s hard to tell the 
effects Kyoto will have. Nobody 
knows, least of all Ottawa, what 
will come. In my mind, this is truly 
frightening. 
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Michael Moore on Target with Film Bowling for Columbine 


BY SETH VEENSTRA 


du SB aits DOS 


Michael Moore looks like a dad 
whose son could have played on 
my childhood softball team. He is 
amiable, large, and has a penchant 
for baseball caps. I must say, 
however, that none of my friends’ 
dads have ever been hailed “the 
most flamboyant, and_ tenacious, 
voice to emerge from the American 
Left” since the 1960's (Brian D. 
Johnson of MacLeans). 

Moore is best known for his 
acclaimed documentary Roger & Me, 
and his chilling satire Stupid White 
Men, which is a book currently 
dominating non-fiction sales in 
North America. The Flint, Michigan 
natives work is_ consistently 
provocative, harrowing, and very 
funny. 


In his new film Bowling for 
Columbine, Michael Moore delves 
into America’s strange relationship 
with guns, intending to get to 
the root of tragedies such as the 
Columbine shootings, the Oklahoma 
City bombings, and September 11", 
among others. The film opened 
amidst front-page news stories of 
sniper shootings in Maryland and 
Bush's threats against Iraq; these 
events only heighten the urgency of 
Moore's social inquiries. Bowling for 
Columbine challenges social norms 
in the same provocative, disturbing, 
and immensely humorous manner 
of his earlier work. The film can 
border on being incoherent at times, 
though this does not make Moores’s 
razor sharp questions any less dull. 

Moore's inquest into the 
interlinking issues surrounding 
America’s fetish with guns needs 
more than a single viewing. The 
powers of Bowling for Columbine’s 
emotive drive may somewhat 
overwhelm a first time viewer. 

“Bowling for Columbine is 
riveting and scary, and its vision of 
a society racked by fear, driven by 
inequality and armed to the teeth 
is neither comforting nor easily 


wished away,” writes film critic 
A.O. Scott. To present this “vision” 
Michael Moore effectively uses a 
variety of media forms and creative 
techniques. 

In one ment he shows 
disturbing footage of the Columbine 
high-school shootings caught on 


security cameras, He then overdubs 
it with 911 calls from a teacher on 
the scene followed by a distressed 


Mr. Harris who thinks his son Eric 
may be involved, Moore also hires 
an animator to do a three-minute 
tour-de fo unabashed in_ its 
generalization and ideology, and 
irresistible in its comic portrayal of 
the stereotypical White Man. 
Interviews with a wide spectrum 
of people fleshes out this film and 
add depth to it. South Park creator 
and Littleton native Matt Stone, 
NRA president Charlton Heston, 
and one time Oklahoma City 
bombing suspect James Nichols, 
(among others) each offer a unique 
piece to this unfinished puzzle. 
Oddly enough, one of the most 
observant interviewees of the 
film is Marilyn Manson. Manson 
offers keen and _ well-articulated 
insight into the power that the 


media has to instill Americans 
with paranoia. Appropriate that 
Bowling for Columbine should begin 
to adopt this acumen shortly after 
Manson's interview. In one of the 
most poignant and intense scenes 
of the film, Moore takes two boys, 
both disabled by wounds sustained 
from the Columbine shootings, to K- 
Mart’s headquarters. Once there he 
shows a bewildered public relations 
representative where K-Mart brand 
9mm bullets, still lodged in the boys’ 
bodies, found their mark. As Toronto 
Star critic Peter Howell points out, 
Moore's tactics can be seen as “the 
journalistic equivalent of drive-by 
shootings.” 

It is these very tactics that draw 
the viewer into Moore’s inquiry. 
However, such tactics may also 
distract the viewer from Moore's 
sometimes slippery logic. That is 
why a “sober second thought” is 
important. 

In order to interact with Moore’s 
argument, in order to find his 
argument, a step back from this 
intensely provocative piece is 
necessary. After doing so, it becomes 
clear that Bowling for Columbine often 
lacks coherence and Moore’s logic 


can border on far-reaching. In a way 
this is fitting. How interesting that 
a film about violence in America 
can have “sharpshooter accuracy” 
one moment and “scattershot 
fanaticism” the next? 

Instead of implementing 
coherent logic, Moore uses a 
thematic thread to weave his 
piece together. This thread is the 
closest thing to a thesis Bowling for 
Columbine offers. “A culture of fear” 
patiently emerges as the root cause 
of violence in the United States, 
rather than easy targets such as gun 
control or Marilyn Manson. 

Bowling for Columbine works best 
when it shows rather than tells. 
Overt finger pointing and scapegoat 
hunting grows old quickly. Gun 
violence in the U.S. should not 
be tacked on to a few particular 
present day antagonists. Moore does 
well when he asks his insightful 
questions, lets the camera roll, and 
scratches his head along with the 
rest of us. 

Bowling for Columbine is the film to 
see. No matter where you sit - on the 
fence, or to the left or right of it - this 
film will provoke good thought and 
discussion. 


Of Prose and Giants: An Evening with John Terpstra 


BY HEIDI ELLENS 


On Thursday, October 24, 
2002, I had my first encounter 
with Hamilton’s “buzzing” art 
community. The event: a launching 
of author/poet John Terpstra’s latest 
publication Falling into Place. I must 
admit, to my discredit, that I was 
expecting an evening filled with 
black turtlenecks and the pompous 
dialogue of inflated literary egos. 
I was pleasantly surprised to find 
this award-winning poet mingling 
amongst a crowded gallery of friends 
and admirers. He was refreshingly 
down-to-earth, a personality parallel 
to the intent of his recent novel: to 
bring those of us living at the hub 
of metropolitan society back down 
to the dust from which we came; to 
work loose the “layers of change” 
and explore the caverns of history 
that lie below this concrete surface. 


A local writer, John Terpstra hails 
from Hamilton. His appreciation for 
this piece of geography is excavated 
most poetically in this non-fictional 
exploration of the relationship 
between human beings and _ their 
natural environments. In opening the 
evening, Brian Price, friend and local 
bookseller, introduced John Terpstra 
as a “poet, carpenter, gentleman, and 
friend.” This writer truly embodies 
the title “Renaissance man.” 
During his preliminary address 
Terpstra connected his writing and 
woodworking careers, stating that 
of all his literary works, this novel 
is most like his carpentry. The 
connection, he said, is “not romantic 
at all,” instead the similarities are 
found in the writing of the novel. 
Falling into Place was pieced together, 
much like his wood projects, with 
“a slab of this and a hunk of that.” 
If this book is any indication of his 
mastery at woodworking, I would 


Two Emerging Voices: 


BY JASON LEGG AND SETH 
VEENSTRA 


Recently, Emm Gryner and Andy 
Stochanksy, two emerging voices in 
the Canadian music scene, played 
at the Palais Royale Ballroom in 
Toronto. 

The Palais Royale found on 
Lakeshore Boulevard West, provides 
a surprisingly beautiful view of Lake 
Ontario. The ballroom ancestry of 
the building is evident: a glass south 
wall opens onto a veranda, pillars 


access. 


are widely spaced over a hardwood 
floor, and simple art décor lines the 
perimeter. The spaciousness of the 
venue allows crowds to flow easily 
between bar and stage. For this 
particular event minimal lighting 
and a simplistic stage design added 
to the atmosphere, making for an 
intimate yet social concert. 

Most of the people at the Palais 
Royale were there to watch Emm 
Gryner, on tour with a new set of 
songs from her album, Asianblue. 
Although, much to the delight of her 
fans, the petite Forest, Ontario native 
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gladly employ this man. 

Terpstra’s natural voice, and 
contagious sense of enchantment 
with the landscape, echoes most 
clearly in the following exerpt from 
Falling into Place. 


“There used to be giants, and they 
loved it here. They'd sit their giant 


hinds ina along the top edge of the 
escarpment, and pick at the loose rock 
with their hands or their feet, then throw 


oothest stones across the 


sandstrip, three miles away. 

They lov here. 

I'm telling you, they absolutely loved 
Every living minute here, 

And they a 3 ever having to 
leave.” : 


* 


It is inspiring that a person could 
have this kind of enthusiasm for his 
surroundings. Terpstra’s passion is 
infectious; his audience cannot help 


but be swept away by his ardent 
courtship of the landscape. Like 
Terpstra, we too become “attached to 
this piece of geography.” For those 
of you who, like John Terpstra, have 
traveled the familiar route of the 
Niagara escarpment enough to be 
desensitized to its beauty, | would 
encourage you to lose yourself in the 
history of the terrain. Like uncovering 
a veiled trait in an old friend, you will 
discover that this city’s walls do talk. 
Terpstra lends them his ear and his 
pen, cleverly communicating their 
story of manipulation, exploration, 
and essentially, the revelation of a 
creator, who manifests himself as 
much in the monuments erected by 
humankind, as in the raw beauty of 
the unscathed pockets of wilderness 
along the Niagara escarpment. 
Terpstra challenges his audience 
to experience nature in an urban 
setting, to come to an understanding 
of geography as “inextricably part 


of humanity” and to “awake to the 
shapes surrounding them.” 

To quote Dr. D. Bowen from 
the Sacramental in Urban Geography, 
her commentary on John Terptra’s 
work, “there is an interdisciplinary 
inherent in Terpstra’s vision 
- sociology, psychology, history, 
biology, geography are connected 
words.” I would encourage all 
those who have an interest in, 
or appreciation for, any of the 
aforementioned disciplines, to take 
up Terpstra’s challenge (as well as 
his book). Allow your perception of 
this geographical environment to be 
“pushed and dragged,” along with 
the escarpment, to reach new heights 
and depths of understanding. I am 
certain that each person who opts to 
spend an evening with John Terpstra 
will walk away from his view of our 
beloved cityscape with a renewed 
gratitude for nature, prose, and the 
giants who so wittingly create them. 


Emm Gryner & Andy Stochansky 


also performed a mixture of songs 
from her past albums, including the 
ever-popular Public. 

On stage it quickly became 
apparent that Emm Gryner was not 
in fine form. Mediocre musicianship, 
nasal vocals, and superficial theatrics 
dampened her overall performance. 

There were few moments 
when band members seemed to be 
challenged by the music they were 
playing. Instead they settled on 
creating an appropriate backdrop 
for Emm Gryner’s vocal based and 
easily accessible pop melodies. 
Unfortunately the 
nasal | renderings 
seriously hindered the 
foundation of Emm 
Gryner’s songs, the 
foundation being a 
strong voice creating 
immediately  hum- 
able melody lines. 

on one song 
did ss Gryner’s 
nasal tone magically 
disappear. An acapella 
vere “This Mad” 
set aside any question 
of £E Gryner’s 
depth talent as a 
vocalist. 

The petite singer 
seemed strained. 
Perhaps she wasa little 
under the weather, 
as one fan after the 
show remarked in 
her defence. That 
may explain her 
nasal voice, and the 
obvious _ difficulty 
she had playing her 
guitar without string 
buzz, but what about 


her stage 
antics? 
The show 


contained a lot of 
melodrama by Miss 


Gryner: swinging her hair around, 
standing on her piano bench, 
suggestive gestures...it came off as 
very unauthentic. After being hand- 
picked by David Bowie as a backing 
vocalist on recent tours and guest 
artist cited on two of his albums, it 
may not be far reaching to suggest a 
little Ziggy Stardust fell on Gryner, 
who seemed to be trying to project a 
flashy persona. 

Her most solid performances 
were definitely the arrangements 
from Public: the gut-wrenching 
guitar riff of “89 Days of Alcatraz,” 
the aforementioned accappela 
version of “This Mad” and the dark 
piano ballad “Acid.” 

Second on the bill was Andy 
Stochansky. Often associated with 
Ani DiFranco, Andy is well known 
in Toronto’s underground music 
scene for his work as a singer/ 
songwriter as well. His performance 
was solid. 

For the most part, Andy 
performed slightly off-kilter songs 
that were fun and little bouncy, which 
again reminded us of Ani DiFranco. 
Andy had a lot of fun playing and 
moving around, He was not at all 
melodramatic in his actions, but did 
make good use of the stage space. 
The audience responded to him very 
well and he ended up coming out for 
a double encore. 

Starling’s lan LeFeuvre, who 
also played on and helped write 
the album, produces Andy’s latest 
release, Five Star Motel. This may 
have led to the record’s apparent 
lack of compositional finesse, which 
suggests Andy needs a producer 
with a stronger vision. 

Andy's compositions are 
reminiscent of Ron Sexsmith fused 
with Pixies. His voice is delightfully 
one part Bono, one part Danny 
Michel with his own stylistic 
flares. There are a lot of folk-punk 
influences, probably from playing 


with (once again) Ani DiFranco. 
His vocal melodies come secondary 
to the chord progressions and the 
song as a whole. In his lyrics, Andy 
has fun with words and parallel 
phrasing; however, occasionally 
his ambiguity takes away from the 
music. 

Andy’s performance was not 
perfect; he is not an accomplished 
guitar player, and he seemed quite 
apprehensive about playing. At 
one point, he told the audience after 
attempting the first measure of a 
song a couple times “Oh, I forget 
how to play that one. Oh well, I'll 
play a different song.” 

As an acoustic guitarist his style 
includes a lot of finger picking, 
droning open strings and similar 
chord voicing for each song 
(apparently Andy is not proficient 
enough to play in a key other than 
G or C). He makes very good use 
of short chromatic progressions 
in places where you would not 
normally expect them. 

With regard to Andy’s band, 
the lead guitarist was phenomenal. 
Every note was on, and he never 
tried to overshadow the rest of 
the band. His somewhat off-kilter 
arrangements were _ tastefully 
juxtaposed with Andy’s acoustic 
and very pleasing to the ear. The 
other members were competent, 
occasionally creating an ambient 
musical space as opposed to the 
usual driving rhythm. 

Andy was very sensitive to 
what the audience was responding 
to in his performance, and reacted 
te it well. The authenticity Andy 
brought to the stage was refreshing 
and despite his nervousness, the 
rest of his band was incredibly 
tight. Andy Stochansky is a talented 
young songwriter who, with a little 
guidance and maturation, may very 
well break into mainstream music 
quite successfully. 
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Fabric of Life: Katherine Lawrence Reads on Family 


’ BY JAMES BRINK 


A red-shaded lamp casts a soft 
circle of light around Katherine 
Lawrence as she begins to read 
her poetry. “Ring Finger, Left 
Hand. | was a soon-to-be married 
girl...” The girl in the poem 
whispers recipes as her new 
husband finds his way on their 
first night together. Projected on 
the wall opposite Lawrence, bold 
black letters proclaim, “MEN 
LIKE THIS FOOD.” The words 
are from a 1950's advertisement 
in a women’s magazine, 

Lawrence's first book 
Ring Finger, Left Hand is devoted 
to these “period poems” that 
explore the life of 
in the 1950's. They trace the 
development of a _ family: 
as it begins, settles into the 
commonplace, and comes to 
an end. Lawrence poses tough 
questions, What is love? What 
is family? Why do some families 
stay together, while others fall 
apart? 


women 


The poems are _ not 
autobiographical, although 
Lawrence considers it a high 
compliment when people think 
so. The poet is dressed in black 
slacks and a colourful Aztec 
patterned jacket with a noticeably 
large silver pendant around 
her neck. She acts professional; 
“together.” Yet even though 
she isn’t writing about herself, 
Lawrence has experienced the 
pains of divorce with the break- 
up of her parents. Her own 
life, she says, is “dull,” but her 
sympathy with the characters in 
her poems is clear. 

Lawrence has not always 
been a poet. She worked for many 
years as a journalist at various 
news outlets. In 1980, she won 


Katherine Lawrence 


the Western Ontario Newspaper 
Award for Feature Writing. Today, 
she works as a communications 
specialist in the health care sector. 

In spite of all her 
background in writing, she asserts 
that the right words are still hard to 
come by. “Where do the words come 
from?” is the question with which 
all writers are concerned. It’s a “hard 
answer to pin down,” she says. 

At one point, Lawrence 
stayed at a writer’s colony, where 
the creative juices flowed easily. 
But when she came back to reality, 
“everything just dried up.” It 
wasn’t until she noticed an old pile 
of Chatelaine magazines, picked 
up for a quarter at a garage sale, 


she found 
her direction. 
L @ were ce 
might even say 
she found her 
“calling” to 
do something, 
creative, 


that 


Ak h e 
Magazines 
were full _— of 
advertisements 
depicting the 
ideal life, the 
ideal wife, and a 
so-called _ reality 
that glossed 


over repressions, 
messes, and 
disjunctive 
relationships. 
Interestingly, 


Lawrence used 
slides of the 
images at the 
reading on 
October 1/, 


juxtaposing 


them with the 

KATHLEEN SEAGRAM 
poems she was 
reading orally. 


One particularly effective moment 
came when Lawrence set a poem of 
marriage failure against the image of 
a messy kitchen, “How in the kitchen 
do you organize all this?” read 
the ad, next depicting a cupboard 
system that arranged everything in 
neat rows and columns. The narrator 
in the poem concluded, “Maybe if I 
were better organized, | could’ve 
made us work.” 

“Delivery” asserts that “life 
is not a continual roll of celluloids,” 
and that the narrator’s daughter 
will know the difference between 
image and reality. And it is obvious 
that the image, which shows the 
young woman as unhappy until 
she is married and surrounded by 


every possession she could want, 
is inhuman. Woman are not placid, 
serene, and “not very complex.” 
Lawrence's poetry gives the lie to 
the image. 

“Too Much Shine” also 
deals with faked realities. We hear 
the inner monologue of a perfect 
woman in a perfect ad, reflected in 
the spotless shine on shiny objects: 
toasters and a matching washer 
and dryer. “She was disgusted with 
her own goodness,” we learn. In 
the shiny objects, and “cards on a 
linen tablecloth” we see images of 
and entertainment 
-- but no romance. No “spinning 


domestication 


dance floor, kisses, and lingering 
smoke.” Here we find the genesis of 
discontent, a restlessness that turns 
into a motel room affair where the 
woman but is 
ashamed of the stretch marks on her 
abdomen that mark her as a mother, 
responsible for children. This poem, 
entitled “Full Tank’ marks the 
decision to leave, to be independent. 
Yet the independent mother still has 
dependents. 

The children in Lawrence's 
book through a_ different 
perspective. They don’t realize the 
undercurrents of tension surging 
through their mother’s psyche. They 
are concerned with immediate, day- 
to-day existence. “Beyond Pastel” is 
the story of décor: the girl’s mother 
has allowed her to repaint her room, 
but they can’t agree on the colour. 
Her sister, says the girl, is “content 
in her soft-pink world, but I’ve 
moved beyond pastel.” She storms 
out to the hot car in a pout. The 
poem closes with the words, “Black, 
I tell her: it matches everything.” 


“desires to stand” 


see 


Lawrence is not entirely 
negative about her mother’s 
generation. The daughters of 


“needle-and-thread” mothers 
remember the amazing adaptability 


of women that “could make a wrong 
man fit by lengthening a pant leg.” 
The poems touched 
members of the audience, especially 
women who felt that Lawrence’s 
work put them in touch with their 
mothers’ lives. Some _ said _ that 
pressure on women has not eased 
since the ‘50s. Choices are still 
difficult and, while it is “OK” to be 
a career mom (read “Supermom”), 
women who choose a domestic life 
are now looked down on. 
Men in_ the 
responded differently. 
were sympathetic to Lawrence's 
portrayals, even her _ portrayals 
of husbands who were socially 
required to fit the bill (or foot the 
bill?). Others felt excluded from a 
women’s world and psychological 


audience 
Some 


circles. 
Lawrence found the 
intriguing. She didn’t 
set out to write a social comment, 
but the audience was responding 
as if she had. She deflected some 
the 
whatever 


resp nses 


listeners, 
way 


responsibility to 
asserting that 

people come to the poems is the 
way they will experience them. At 
the same time, she is interested in 
posing questions of culture and 


environment surrounding her 
mother’s life 

The specific stereotypes and 
idealizations of life that she 
chose, while singular to her 


poetry, easily become universal in 
application. That may be due to 
her use of advertisements, which 
of course were intended for mass 
consumption. They shaped an era's 
consciousness of itself, and when 
she subverts the image in the ad, she 
subverts the spirit of an age. 
Lawrence purports to question 
the ‘50s culture. Yet her central 
question remains crucial for out own 
time: what is a family meant to be? 


Nathan Stretch is the bassist/vocalist 
with the progressive post-hardcore rock 
band “Almost the Answer.” He is in his 
second year of post secondary studies at 
Redeemer University College. He is also 
editor-in-chief of the groundbreaking 
rogue newspaper “The Biannual Sexual 
Innuedo.” In his spare time he writes for 
the Crown's Backside. 


What is the most memorable or 
inspirational gig you have played and 
why? Back Forty. There were a lot of 
people there. 


What is your favourite album 
right now at this exact minute? 
Hot Water Music - Fuel for the 
Hate Game. 


Name a vital activity in your 
daily routine: Heart pumps 
blood. 


What band/artist would you 
drop everything to tour with? 
Further Seems Forever 


Who would be your ideal 
dinner guest and what would 
you serve them? Expository 
Writing Dirk and I would serve 
him his papers. 


When I think of Redeemer 
I think... If I go here long 
enough God will let me into 
Heaven 


What superpower would 
you love to have? Matter 
transportation. 


I would never name my band... “The Guy 
Playing Bass has a Thing for Your Mother.” 


I would like to raise awareness about... 
Redeemer’s exclusive contract with Coca- 
Cola. 


What do you like/dislike about yourself? 
I like my girlfriend but I don’t like her 
boyfriend. 


Mind altering work of art: Marcel Dzama 
- “Woman Pointing Gun at Bear Riding 
Duck.” 


Recount an early memory of music you 
cherish: 

Jamming on Van Morrison’s “Moon Dance” 
with my Uncle Peter and my Dad joining 
us on the recorder. I'd never heard him play 
before and his rendition of the melody was 
impeccable, 


Wayne Dykstra plays guitar/vocals (back- 
up) for Sunday Rain (they've decided to 
keep the name). He hails from St. Thomas 
Ontario. He studies both English and 
Psychology. He’s in his third year at 
Redeemer. 


What is your most memorable or 
inspirational gig you have played and 
why? My most memorable gig was in 
highschool. I was in a band called Mith. 
We gigged quite a lot. I’ve been gigging off 
and on since I was 15. Near the end of the 
band’s break-up we landed a show at the 
Drink in London, Ontario. That was a huge 
venue, a lot of big bands, a lot of people. 
For a bunch of sixteen-year-old guys that 
was the greatest. We finally had arrived, or 
thought we had. 


What is your favourite album right now at 
this exact minute? Coldplay: Rush of blood to 
the Head, Solid record, great sounds. Sadly 
second to Parachutes though. I’m all over 
the place for records. Ben Folds, I Mother 
Earth, to Medeski Martin and Wood. 


Name a vital activity in your daily routine: 
Relaxing at Breakfast. I can’t stand being in 
a hurry in the morning. I like to take my 
time. The rest of the day can be hurried. 


What band/artist would you drop 
everything to tour with? | Mother Earth. 
Probably because I recently had the 
opportunity to see them live. | would love 
to be associated with such great musicians. 
Maybe learn a thing or two about playing 
some fat guitar as well, 


How does your faith play a role in your 
music and vice versa? | can’t speak on my 


own for this one. As a band we want to 
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write about real life, its beauty and its ugliness. 
I think that our faith is invariably seen through 
the perspective that we take. We aren’t pushy 
about our faith. But I can say that our songs 
reflect our Christianity in a more subtle way. 


Who would be your ideal dinner guest and 
what would you serve them? Easy, someone 
who isn’t picky. I'd serve lasagna, that’s if I 
could cook it. I would also serve some white 
wine. That's my ideal meal, so I would hope 
the guest agrees. I can’t think of anyone in 
particular. Preferably someone who enjoys 
talking about ridiculous dreams, and unrealistic 
goals. That's my idea of a good time. 


When I think of Redeemer I think... Simple, 
quiet, a great atmosphere. People are real, 
true to themselves. There is no pressure to go 
beyond your comfort zone. 


What superpower would you love to have? 
I'd love to fly, like Superman. | could say much 
more. A certain buddy of mine claims | have 
delusions of grandeur and sometimes I'm 
inclined to agree, 


I would like to raise awareness about... 
Violence against women and _ children. 
Domestic violence is a touchy subject for most 
people. I still think that it’s a “hush hush” issue 
in our communities, 


What do you like/dislike about yourself? 

I claim to be laid back. If anyone feels they 
can dispute that then be my guest. I dislike 
my inability to follow through with things in 
my life. I'll be all for something one day, and 
the next contradict myself. I enjoy simplicity 
in life, and sadly tend to get frustrated when 
things become difficult. 


Mind altering work of art: Within literature, it 
has to be A Tale of Two Cities. Unbelievable book, 
it you haven't read it, I strongly recommend it. 


Recount an early memory of music you 
cherish: My dad plays the piano and the organ, 
I'd consider him an extremely accomplished 
musician. When | was young | loved laying in 
bed and listening to him play. It was incredibly 
soothing. When I go home that memory 
always comes back to me. My love for music 
came from my dad. 


November 5, 2002 


The Grown 


*BACKSIDE* 


ACROSS 


{. Site of [ONS Olympics 
6 \ fatter 

7 Vhege 

4. Typect hily 

‘Ss Uline 


{6 Actress Harmon 
17. henphloying 
14. hw (oon t) 
(9 Medien for cloged cream 
1) Catlecnon of wrid anusals 
7). Racing sheds 
7) Duration Vie 
da. Soft chefl 
le Horan with ourchamical pars 
0). Platttedes 
4 Creme 
1S Kwotss Mivene’s org 
i’ (prawestene senertrent 
17 Arist Nelde 
18 fection of carth’s rotation (pl) 
19 Seal C heneve breed of dow 
4 American Vedsca! Assogration 


vi 
sz7 clar 
42 Ct wand 1). Rage 
4? Deon 12. Nember of feline lives 
45, Gen en 13 Golf pegs 


4 Spanish detlar 21 ‘ 
; 25. Mythical birds of prey 
26. Provides traction 

27. Delicious 

278. Mediterranean strut 

79. Tin Man's salve 

%. Fundamental clement 

>}. iwereal 

52. Effigy 

33. Vous 

35. Patriots 

3%. Sea engle 

19. Dessert nv the shy 

41. Windflower 

42. Chewed lowdly 


‘ : ; 
4 Signal fer help 
DOWN 


rest 47, Chew 
4% Group of rations 
49 Inventory accounting methed 


$3. To fasten 

& Protas $4. institute for Democracy tt Raster Kwrape (Abfry.) 
55. Swerve 

$6. Ruropean Society far the Study af Raglish (ABBY. ) 


Students should hurry 


and make use of the 
offer below: 


compliments of the 02-03 Bod Book 
(note expiry) 


.a world 


of information and entertainment awaits you! 
Be sure to come in on Monday, September 23 for our 


student discount day, students with valid student I.D. save 
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Bargain books! 


5 
A 


15% off of regular priced and 


It’s “Back 2 Books” Time... 


Reference books, dictionaries, novels, text books.. 


Check out 
The Crown 


Online for the 
solutions 


737 Golf Links Road-648-7155 


TOP TEN REASONS 
NOT TO DO 

DORM INSPECTION 
CLEAN-UP: 


By Two Anonymous R.A.s 


10. Aren’t the housekeeping staff supposed to clean our 
dorms? 


9. I’ve been studying too hard, I got a papercut. 
8. I can’t clean the floor due to my water allergy. 
7.1 can’t use Vim because I get high off of the fumes. 


6. I can’t clean the toilet because the smell of poo 
causes me to pass out. 


5. Clean the stove? We have one? All I ever see is 
dishes in that room. What do you call it? The 
kitchen? 


4. I can’t clean the floor because I am stuck to this 
sticky spot on it. 


3. I can’t use Windex. It makes my skin break out. 


2. I can’t vacuum because the suction will cause a 
suction of my lungs which will in turn collapse. You 
don’t want my lungs to collapse, now do you? 


1. Can’t we just burn it and start over? 


Quotable Quotes: 


When asked about his vocal range as a tenor, “Can you hit an A?”, Joel Harsevoort 
replies “Man, I can hit a Z.” 


“We men have the concept of woman in our head, surrounded by a great big foggy 
cloud. Women have the concept of ‘man’ in their head with thick black lines around 
ie - Dr. Loney : 


“Hi, are you a car? You aren’t? Great, go ahead!” -Dean Buist, to woman on road 
during parking blitz 


“On another note, my professor came dressed as a giant chicken last week.” 
- Brian Harskamp 
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k u’ve dreamed aboutit... 
prayed about it ... and 
| prepared for it. 
Now, isn’t it time you do 
_ something about it? 


or 1 10 years, GMU has been in the business 
of matching gifts and abilities with needs, 
moving individuals into effective ministry. 


ontact us ... and experience the dream. 


ospel Missionary Union 


2121 Henderson Highway 
Winnipeg, MB R2G 1P8 
204-338-7831 + fax 204-339-3321 
dpickel@gmu.org 

Visit us on the Web ... www.gmu.org 


rning dreams into reality 


.8) 
APPROPRIATE, 


